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Sir; 



TRANSMITTAL LETTER FOR 
INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



Transmitted herewith is an Information Disclosure 



Statement in the above- identified application. This Statement is 
submitted: 

[X] within three months of the application filing date; 

[ ] more than three months from the application filing 
date but before the mailing date of the first 
Office Action on the merits. 

In accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1.97, submission of this 
Statement requires no fee. However, if for any reason a fee is 
due, the Director is hereby authorized to charge payment of any 



fees required in connection with this Information Disclosure 
Statement to Deposit Account No. 06-1075. A duplicate copy of 
this letter is transmitted herewith. 




Respectfully submitted, 

y/xhd KneMr^l 
Registration No. 51,178 
Agent for Applicants 
FISH & NEAVE 
Customer No. 1473 
12 51 Avenue of the Americas 
New York, New York 10020 
Tel.: (212) 596-9000 



I Hereby Certify that this 
correspondence la being 
Deposited with the U.S. 
Postal Service as First 
Class Mail in an Envelope 
Addressed toi 
COMMISSIONBp PQB 

i.ULian Garcia 
Fgnatura of Person bigning 
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January 14, 2 002 
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Group Art Unit 



2819 



Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Sir: 

In accordance with 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.56 and 1.97, 
applicants wish to call the attention of the Examiner to the 
following references: 

U.S. Patents 



3,473, 160 


Wahlstrom 


10/14/69 


5,436,575 


Pedersen 


et al. 


7/25/95 


5,455,525 


Ho et al. 




10/3/95 


5, 550, 782 


Cliff et 


al. 


8/27/96 


5, 689, 195 


Cliff et 


al. 


11/18/97 


5, 861, 761 


Kean 




1/19/99 


5, 982, 195 


Cliff et 


al. 


11/9/99 


5, 999, 015 


Cliff et 


al. 


12/7/99 


6, 020, 759 


Heile 




2/1/00 


6, 072,332 


Pedersen 




6/6/00 



These references are also listed on the attached Form 
PTO-144 9 (submitted in duplicate) . 

These references were previously submitted to or cited 
by the Office in an earlier application on which this application 
relies for an effective filing date. In particular, these 
references were previously submitted to or cited by the Office in 
U.S. Patent Application Nos. 09/287,048, now U.S. Patent 
6,225,822, and 09/795,796. Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.98(d), no 
copies of these references are being provided herewith. 



Consideration of the foregoing in relation to this 



patent application is respectfully requested. 



Respectfully submitted, 




I Hereby Certify that this 
Correspondence is being 
Deposited with the U.S. 
Postal Service as First 
Class Mail in an Envelope 
Addressed tot 
COKMISSIONBR FOR 




Agent for Applicants 

FISH & NEAVE 

Customer No. 1473 

12 51 Avenue of the Americas 

New York, New York 10 020 

Tel. : (212) 596-9000 
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EXAMINER: Initial if citation considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609; Draw line through citation 
if not conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicants. 



